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mE HONS operating DUSINESS 

There. We said it and we're glad. = 

So certain are we of our right fo 
this title that we issue the following 
challenge: If anyone out there knows 
of a Utah business that was formed 
before June 15, 1850, and has been 
in continuous operation ever since, 
let us know. 


| Wewill not only-publicly eat hum~ 
_ ple crow if an older company exists; 
| we will write an article singing the 
praises of this paragon of business, 
acumen that, like the Deseret News, 
has managed to survive wars, reces; 
sions, depressions, inflation, high in- | 


terest rates and all the other low. 
points of the past 1.39 centuries... 


But we think we’re on safe ground 
here. For one thing, we have in our 
possession the first copy of the Des- 
eret News, so there’s no problem. 
proving when we started. And we 
can pull up any copy of any date 
since to prove we've never been out. 
of business. EA 


— . asin ‘3 S And we've done our homework on’ 


ere DON GRAYSTON early pioneer businesses. That there 
und of progress. 


were businesses started in Utah in 
5 of the first party of Mormon pió- 
neers and the start-up of the Newsin 

ay 1850, there is no doubt. But to the 


The rumble caused by the $37 million renovation project under the News offices is 


those three years between the arriyal 
best of our knowledge and research, 
none is still operating today. 
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state’s oldest companies “for ths ies 
Let all who would have a good paper, By Max B. Knudson y7 those who would dispute our (anonymous) sound business practices and e <8 BE 
their talents and time ne'er abuse; Deseret News business editor 6 -/F-48/F7 1%th-century poet’s claim that “the best in \ prising leadership in the ore wee 2 
Since tis said, by the wise and the the world is the News’? No problem. Syelopment of society.” TE g 5 PE a 
humored, OK, so it’s not great poetry, but we're We've always been willing to listen to re the Deseret Ne Os fd es $ Sa 
rani erld s thedNepa.” Partial ta it anyway Eo Dorea paimta of yie other PAS DSen No thon Cys SIE oop Ss: 
Then ye who so long have been thinking peared on the back page of the very first But in celebration of our 139th birthday, P\ded in 1858 TSH s 5 a ES SEE 
pine Mth Pea rret News, published June 15, 1850— we're going to set modesty aside for a mo- ration S Sh.S F g Bees 
ak al pap 7 is varnu will choose, 139 years ago today. For another, we think ment and make another bold claim. Here it | d gS el gk a gL F. oa 
p gaily up to the office, the author stated the facts quite accurately. 18: The Deseret News is Utah’s oldest exist- OES sas 5 SS 8 SgE 2 pi 

And subscribe for the “Deseret News,” What's that? You believe there might be Please see BIRTHDAY on A2 | her acsa = Fy Pee: 
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€ ethics and freedom of 
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34 \ information ittees of the Ameri- 
‘executive editor in 1966 He was cited for outstanding ser- 
; vice n by Brigham Young | 
University in 1977 and the University 
: ' i of Utah in 1978. CN igi 
3 A MEE goza i story | ) r t News readers have read his 
illiam B. Smart, editor and general manager of a -o paper. The longest p Deserel ; l 
es Deseret News for the past it years, will relin- : us tenure i reporta from Antarctica, Africa, Gi 
quish the post to become senior editor of the paper. s ; r served ; ne a TE -Eur pe, 
The change was announced Thursday by Presi- - t ren Ee 2 be 
“dent Thomas S. Monson, to become effective Oct. 15: Š ; direction, the paper _ directa; of many state and 
Smart’s duties will be absorbed by Publisher Wm. i Hia “ah ew pis a ce ee tie 
James Mortimer, sitio ator J begs? pub- A at r Provo-Jordan River E Foun 
lisher, and by Managing r J Malan lop. 
m Tecommena BI fo tg ontang raiet eo R rae 
T e j 
ee as general aperi said President Mon- : : : yea eit? ras en á i great honor to serve 
son, second counselor in the First Presidency of The 5 pk yi ilding this newspaper, 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who : ‘ Press art told the staff, “and I am proud 
also serves as c! of the board and president ‘ >; of the excellence we have achieved 
of the company. He said he looks forward to Smart’s ae togen . Bi i pust confes my enn 
further contributions in his new position. getting | ly 


nart joined 
See SMART on B-6 Wm. James Mortimer William B. Smart ie a pane io TAL Daring management pressures and having 


of t the freedom to write and consult with | 
the 14 years he served in that capaci- management in a continuing quest for. 
ty, he won several national awards for 


excellence.” 4 


